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Deszi

rormer Pr1me lelster Morarji Desa1 S:ld Saturuay he hat filed 2 5 million
Camage suitl in the United States agsinst allegations in the book ''‘The Price of
Power’' that he was & ''star performer'' for the ClA, & news agency reported.

-
-

Desai, who headec India's government‘from 1977-79, has labeled as a ''sheer

maﬂ'story" claims in the BOOK that he '‘'was & star performer who was paid
$20,000 & year'' beginning in the administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson.
and continuing into the years of President Richard Nixon.

The book's allegations cover the period when Desai was & member of Prime

Minister Indirz Gandhi's cabinet, serving as deputyv prime minister from 1947
through 1949.

‘'Price of Power'' was written by Seymour Hersh, @ Pultizer Prize-winning
former repcrter for The New York Times anc recounts Henry Kissinger's years zS
neEtional security adviser in the Rixon administration.

Deszi, 87, who has since retired from politics, szicd zttorney Mahendrz Mehz
filed the suit in & Chicago court on Friday, the Press Trust of India reportec.

He saic the suit wes filed ageainst Hersh ang the book's pub‘lsher.

Hersh, guoting anonymous officials, wrote, ''I have been able to establish
firmly tnat Desai was reporting (to the CIA) through 1970."' -

In 1969, Mre. bandhi forced Deszi to resign from her cabinet and he turned
against her leadership and joined tne opposition party.

He Became prime minister in 1977 when Mrs. Gandhi was defeated in a national

election by the Janats Party. Desai remained in office until his reswgna;zon in
1979, when the Janata Party lost 2 majority in parliament.

Mrs. Gandhi returned to power in 1980.
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